
Mission The John Knox Shear Memorial Traveling Award is the highest honor granted by the faculty of the School of Architecture to a 

graduating student in the Bachelor of Architecture program. The award recognizes exceptional design and representation as 

demonstrated through studio work within the last two years of the Bachelor of Architecture program. In enabling a substantial 

travel experience, the award encourages an understanding and analysis of the built environment through direct engagement. 

The awardee, as selected by SoA faculty, is announced at commencement. The award amount is $10,000.

School of Architecture faculty will review the proposals and make the selection of the awardee. The student receiving the 

award will be asked to write thank you notes to any scholarship sponsors or representatives.

 

Carnegie Mellon reserves the right to give partial funding rather than granting the entire amount requested. In the event that no 

submitted proposals are deemed to be of sufficient quality, the award would not be granted that year.

Award, Eligibility
& Schedule

Award Application Released   14 January 2019  

Application Deadline 11:59PM, 13 May 2019

Winner Announced Commencement Ceremony 2019  

  

The John Knox Shear Memorial Traveling Award is open 

to all graduating fifth year students receiving a Bachelor of 

Architecture degree. The awarded student will receive a 

scholarship* in the amount of $10,000. 

Application Instructions

John Knox Shear Memorial Traveling Award

Submission
Instructions

Applicants must submit the following information for consideration for this award:

   1. Completed application at the link referenced at: https://soa.cmu.edu/john-knox-shear-award

   2. Digital portfolio that curates design work from the student’s final two years of studio in response to the theme Iterations.

       The 2018-2019 theme Iterations emphasizes design as continuous cycle of proposing, prototyping, testing, analyzing,   

       and refining ideas—in short, the critical interaction of mind and hand. Recognizing the value of experimentation and 

       failure, how does your work reflect a capacity to adapt and engage in an evolutionary process?

   3. Personal positioning statement, of up to 200 words, that situates the student’s work in relation to the year’s theme.   

 

Submission Deadline: Complete the application and submit required application materials by the date indicated above. The 

winner will be announced at the 2019 Commencement Ceremony. 

Selection 
Process

The award recipient will be selected based upon the following criteria:

     - Exceptional design and representation as demonstrated through studio work within the last two years of the Bachelor of   

        Architecture program. 

     - An understanding and analysis of the built environment through direct engagement. 

Selection
Criteria

* The recipient of the prize/award is a graduate and therefore considered a Non-Employee. For a recipient who is a U.S. citizen or has a U.S. taxing obligation, a completed 

Form W-9 will be required. The university is required, in most cases, to report prize payments made to non-resident aliens (NRA) to the IRS, as well as to withhold tax 

from these payments. Paperwork requirements will be evaluated on a case by case basis.


