
Mission The Ralph H. Burt Jr. and Alva L. Hill Scholarship was established in 2010 in honor of Ralph Burt and Alva Hill, the founders 

of Burt Hill architecture, engineering, and planning firm. This merit-based scholarship provides financial support to students 

enrolled in the School of Architecture, with a preference for students in their fourth year of study in the Bachelor of 

Architecture (B.Arch) program (application submitted as part of the Fourth Year Design Awards), and Master of Architecture 

(M.Arch) students pursuing their first professional degree in architecture. Recipients need not qualify for financial aid to 

receive this scholarship, and the award will not be part of a student’s financial aid package. Preference is given to students 

whose work focuses on sustainable environments, performance-based design, and systems integration throughout the design 

process in alignment with the legacy of the work of Burt Hill.

The Head of the School of Architecture will review the applications and make the selections. 

 

Carnegie Mellon reserves the right to give partial funding rather than granting the entire amount requested. In the event that no 

submitted applications are deemed to be of sufficient quality, the award would not be granted that year.

Award, Eligibility
& Schedule

Award Application Released   14 January 2019  

Application Deadline 11:59PM, 20 March 2019

Winner Announced Spring Awards Ceremony 2019 

Presentation Required 26 August 2019 

  

This merit-based, non-qualified scholarship* provides 

financial support for travel, projects, or academic related 

expenses to students whose work focuses on sustainable 

environments, performance-based design, and systems 

integration throughout the design process. The award amount 

totals $4,400, with $2,200 to be awarded to a fourth-year 

B.Arch student, and $2,200 to be awarded to a M.Arch 

student pursuing their first professional degree in architecture .

Application Instructions 

Ralph H. Burt Jr. and Alva L. Hill Scholarship

Submission
Instructions

Applicants must submit the following information for consideration for this award:

   1. Completed application at the link referenced at: https://soa.cmu.edu/burt-hill-scholarship

   2. Digital portfolio that curates design work from the student’s final two years of studio in response to the theme Iterations 

       that demonstrates commitment to sustainable environments, performance-based design, and systems integration   

       throughout the design process. The 2018-2019 theme Iterations emphasizes design as continuous cycle of proposing, 

       prototyping, testing, analyzing, and refining ideas—in short, the critical interaction of mind and hand. Recognizing the   

       value of experimentation and failure, how does your work reflect a capacity to adapt and engage in an evolutionary    

       process?   

   3. Personal positioning statement, of up to 200 words, that situates the student’s work in relation to the year’s theme. 

 

Submission Deadline: Complete the application and submit required application materials by the date indicated above. The 

winner will be announced at the 2019 Spring Awards Ceremony. 

Selection 
Process

The scholarship is open to School of Architecture students in their fourth year of study in the Bachelor of Architecture 

(B.Arch) program and Master of Architecture (M.Arch) students pursuing their first professional degree in architecture whose 

work focuses on sustainable environments, performance-based design, and systems integration throughout the design 

process. 

Selection
Criteria

* Please note that the University is not required to report to the IRS non-qualified scholarship or fellowship awards made to U.S. citizens or U.S. resident aliens, or to 

withhold tax from these awards. However, the University is required, in most cases, to report to the IRS awards made to non-resident aliens (NRA), and to withhold tax 

from these awards. Students are advised to consult with their own personal tax advisor regarding the income tax consequences of this award.


